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E Patient Reader, do not fret to ſee 

So great 4 Theme in bobling Poetry 
For tho the Rhimes be Rugged, Dull and Flas, 
If Truth and Senſe thereby you can come at, 
As ſoon as if *twere Proſe, accept of thas. 
To S:bolarfhip I de not make pretence 
What if I never read the Accadence ? 
Yet God and Nature gave me common Senſe, 
If I were Leaw'd, m—_ I could not fee , 

Mind of God, but what Men's Writings be : 
Could ] but Reaſon well on all I ſee, 
*T would better be than Scholarſhip to me. SIG 
Tet to 1 labour for my daily Bread, © \ nd 
Notions may wheel aboug within my Head. | 
Þ Metaphyſicks 1 may go aſtray, 
Like other Men, may ſoar aud y my way. 
In Phyſicks too ſome little I'm befriended SES 
I'th' way and Mens how Health is burt and mended,  - 
I Mathematicks / had once 1dea's * 
Relating to the Heavens, Earth, and Seas. 
Yet for more Fudgment herein [I not wrengle, 
Than what is t9 be found in « Triargle,' © "WF - 
Tet theſe in ſome might ſo much favour find, WITS: 
To tolerate a Man to tell bis Mind: © ©, OLIN 
And fo they would with me, but that my Rbi "7 WT. % 
W} ; Sf | 


- Do claſh with* Common Notiovs -of the Ti | 
However, I ſhall be herewith comen, bow 
Meaſure your Cerſure by your Argument, Peas; 
Groſs Error I opposd, or ] thougtst ſo, 2 555 REY 
And whether 1 am right, theſe Lines will ſhow, _ - 
If 1 were wrong, you None could mzke prexence, 
That Men's Opinions brve an Influevce | ; 
To make them do a miſs, *cauſe thirgs. ſeem erue, 
Unleſs the things alſo ſeem Lovely 100, - TS 

X A 2 


| Soms-: 


: | ' , 
*& +. x... 
. 4 > S WP | COST 


' 1+ .2 
my 


. _ \ nk. I ”_ 
ITS, F, , . $6 z 


F if 4Sometimes Men think that Truth and Soberneſs 


For them were better, and would hazard leſs 
Their Lives and Credit, bat they cannot love it, 
For wan of Grace, not Faith, Vice mounts above is, 
Come down to Obſervation, and you'll ſee 

In Praftice little difference there will be, 
Berween borh Parties that herein Diſpute, 
But what with other Luft and Paſſions ſuit. 
Thoſe Men are not the Worſe that I can ſee, 
Becauſe they think that God did Fore-decree 
Whatever is, or afterward ſhould be. 


Nor are their Lives a jot more pure for taking 


beir V/ills and Pow'r to be of thetr own making. 
if our Arguments than yours he ſtronger, 


Why ſbould you keep your Notions any longer ? 
Don't fear that you can make thoſe Orders vain, 


» Which ull the. Pow'rs of Heaven did Pre-Ordain, 
> "Notions of Fate can't make Men bad, becauſe 
Tf bound, they are not free, can't break its Laws.z 
. Unleſs whar's ſaid be thereunto decreed, 
It comot chayge your Notions, noryour Creed, 
: Becauſe thoſe things you cannot like nor beed, 
But if you can to Cuſtom bid adieu, 
> And not take things for Truth *cauſe others do, 

-— Tow're fit to ſeek Truth, and may find it 100, 


Is true Reaſoning an Enemy to Truth ? 
Or Truth:an Enemy to true Religion? 


- Written ih the Tear 
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| [Now turn over to Page 42.] 
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P4* 7. Jane 26. read Eſa. Page 8, 1, 13. read in' ſeeming. 
age 10. 1.11, for who's r. tho's. Page 13.123, amr 
without. Page. 16 I. 32. read, . draokent? 

The Sun being too far, or near, procures Mook BOS 
Pa. 21. 1.7. r. do not exceed, Wc. Page 24. [..15. 7. is Knows, : 


We, Page. 23. I. _ there r, Free. Page 36.1. ,9. read, GE 
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PRE-DETERMINATION 


Determined. 


Shewing from Scripture, Reaſon, and 
Experience, That Man is a Neceſſary | 
AGENT. 

To which is added, 


Plain Proofs of the Being of a G O D: 
The probability at leaſt of the Soul's Immor- 
rality, and the Credibility of Chriſtianity, 


By R. H. @ Lower of Truth. 


God did from all Eternity according to his Free-will, by 
his unchangat[c Counſel and Purpoſe, Fore-appoint and cr 
tainly D-tcymin of all things, togeth:y with therr Cauſes, 
their Eff. &s, their Circumſtances, and manner of Being, Bp. 
; Uh-rs Body of Divinity, page go. . 

To the lame purpole, the Aſſembly of Divines. The 
El. nc? of God is one Pure Thought, in which ke Views and 
: 2s all things. Biſhop Burnet on the 3g Articles, Pag. 
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He ovly doth becauſe he will do fo; 


If this b- true what God doth will and do, 
Tis not Mars Will moves God's Will thereunto. 


of the Soul, which like Hope and Fear, 1s «bſear. or- 
lent, as occaiion'talls our : For it no Min has any Wit: 
all tr» believe, hare, or d9 any thing at all, tii after 


ro ſeem belt, but, &c, Thereiore, Wc. becauſe the wil 
cannot make things ſeem be{t, which ſeemed belt before 
there was a Will, 


Sold by W. Marſball,at the Bible in Newgate-ſtreet, 
Price Stirci'd, 6 d. 


Man's Will is nothing bat Defirez an accidental Paſfion"Þ=F 


ſeems b<{t to do, Wc. Tien the will of Man makes nothing i 
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To all thoſe whoſe Love or Fatred of an 
Opinion, binders, or rather doth not 
hinder from Examining and anders. 
ſtanding the Truth and Reaſonableneſs 

\ thereof, * 7 VCO 


19 ') 
To ſhow who Wills unmov'd,who has Free-#/ 
Man's Will or God's may well depend othi; 

(Tothepy 

One of them ſhould depend upon ne other ; ;, 71 

That this is God's, not Man's, I'll try to praves., q | 

| But ſome ObjeAions firſt I muſt remove 3» /1,,,v 

| The Scale will ſooner turn when it is even; -..,;x7 

Than when there is a diſadvantage giveg z, .--. .; - 

- Tf th* Scales ben't Even, or the Cauſe be God's y 


| : NOD 
8 ] Write of God and Man, of Good and;1l},;.. -: 


, 


There's nought but Prejudice can make the addy. a... 
Now all ſuch Attions as to none ſeem ill, 1. 
Some M-n will grant, depend uppon;Gad's.Willas i 3% 
But it aa Action do occaſion Trouble. *-.,.- ,; m5 1 3 
Ta.one, tho to another Good, that's double.z.. .:75 
Or if no good therein to us appear,  .. ©; 
God's got therein contern'd, we think tis _ 
Man muſt be the firſt cauſe,we argue thus,” (tquss 
Nought muſt ſeery good to God, but what ſremsl 
| It at ſome time 'a Prophet be" deceive,” ft. 
{1þ--- God hath that Propher of his Truth 'bereav's;\-* - 
+ |. This Teftimony 33 from Tf, had; 2h vr ny 
God mikes'Wiſe Men turn! (@)Fodls/Diviners Mal 
*Fis vain to wiredraw things, men muſt miſchrry; 
WheaTh-y deny God's ways are Arbitrary, " i 
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= 11 name ſome Places, which do repreſent 
_* God wwanting (© Pow'r, anothef (<) Ignorant, 
third, (forgetful of his firſt Incents, : 
A” fourth being (©) put in mind. he then Repents, 
When Time brings things to paſs, he ne'er foreſee, 
Tos late he then (f) repents ſuch things ſhou'd be, 
He fain' would have Men better, but that he 
No pow'r of will retains, *tis the ” al..ne are Free : 
(Yet ſome pretend God certainly toreſee 
Contingencies that could not certain be) 
FzckieF the Eighteenth, laft Verſe but one, 
[p make themſclves new hearts they're call'd upon. 
thought our Margin-makers on that Text, 
When they referr'd it to the Thirty fixth 
Of the ſame Rook at verſe the twenty fixth ; 
Fereremizh thirty two and thirty ninth, 
.' You'll ſee ſome things relating to that Point, 
Where God declares, T hat he himſelf will do 
. Thoſe very things he called them unto : 
That when the time is come that God will make 
A: Covenant with them for's own Name ſake, - 
| _ Saith, #s / /fve, ] will nor Then defire, 
2. _'> Ther Mev fbould #1 their PPickedneſs expire, 
=... © This Senſc o'th* Words is likelier to be true | 
- © Than-what ſome raiſe from thoſe 1 read to you. | 


(b) Gen. 32. 23. (c) Gen. 18. 21. FJerem. 13. 8. Exod, 
J2. Wo Fudge 2. 13, (4) Pſalm 105,45. (c) Amas 7. 2, 


Iz 54'S | 1 Sem, 15. 35. (F) Gen. 6. 6. 


Biſhop Burrer jn his Diſcourſe of the 39. Ar- | 
© Ficle,'where ſpeaking of a ſuppoſition of Vathons _ | _ 
in God, ſaith, Pafhon is an agitation that ſuppoſe | 
Ec fycc:thon of Thoughts, together with a troub.e .of 
--* * Mind, and produces a vehemency Of  Aﬀtion.—— 
ow theſe cannot conſift with Perfection» —— 
Yet Ariger, Fury, Jealouſic, Oe. are attributed. to 
God in the .common terms of Speech” { occur 

oftey-in. Serjpture—-So when there is in the-Fly 

dence of God ſuch a veheme. cy, a5 acovts 
the manner of Men, would upport a Pall 

"> , | Toy 


(3) 

that Paſſion is aſcribed to God 3 when he puniſhes 
Men for Sin, he is ſaid to be Angry; when he doth 
that by ſevere and redoudl-d ftroaks, he' is ſaid to 
be full of Fury and Revenge; When he puniſhes 
for Idolatry, or any Diſhonour done to himſc#, 
he is ſaid to be Jealouſe : When he changes the 
courſe of his proceedings, he is faid to Repent, ! 


If God he not a Man that he ſhould Lie, 
Rep-nt, or think as Man doth thiak, then why 
Should fach a fenſe be put upon his Word 
As renders it Ridiculous and Abfurd ?. 
Tf God hath Hands and Feet, and-Eyes and Ears, - 
Believe he Loves, Hates, Hopes and Fears : | 
Sure there mav be ſome difference in that Faith, 
Which Reafon and clear Apprehenſion faith | 
Of God and Things, and (uch as only ftands 
Upon the Credit ot ſome other Hands, 7 
From which you can derive no Certainty, ' © 
Unles the thing ſeems: Poſſible to he, Fe 
If M-n can't know a Book's Tranſlated true,” ©: 


\ 


tales th* Original thereof they view. { 


© If Scriptnre could reſo've its Doubts, how ther: : * 


Ar2 ſuch Opinions fetch'd from thence by Men'?: 
Can two Men differ in the time o'th' day, ub 
When one Sun- Dial gnides 'em in the way ? 
(4)A Rule of Faith, as Authors do maintaintain, ' 
As a Sun-Dial, ſhonld be True and Plain. 

(a) Dr. Till>rion's Sermons and Rule of Faith, ps 43+ 

Oa ſme occaſions, mot Divines will ſay, 

Reveal'd Religion to Nat'ral muft give way';z - 
The: meaſure of hard Places ought therefore* - 
To to be ſome Principles well known before,” © 
If Senſe'and Reaſon} be the means to know z 
If-what doth go for Truth, be really ſo, | 
Then: fe the ſenſe of Scripture might be fetch't 
Rather fm Nat'rat Principles. than ftretch'd- 
B-yond the Rules of Reaſon and true: Senſe, - 
Natural Notions, and Experience, + i 7 1 
#4 + B 2 But 


e 


, (4) 
-, But Man believes. what he no Reaſon hath, 
 V.gHis Faith and Reaſon's what ſome Author ith. 
'Fhe.thing he ne'er Examin'd, but belicy d 
cIv&Man, ;and- not the thing. and waz Deceiv'd. 
T has one; bclieves another Man faith True, 
Who tells him he hath pow'r to 1 avd Doe, 
Inſtead of Reas'ning and true Obſervation, 
"To ſee if Will, Detre, or Cogi:ation 
Couli he without a CAUSE 10 briry it thither, 
Or-Man;covld chooſe, b:-fore he chooſes whether 
Tt is the beft for him to chooſe or no, 
But ſtead of trying, takes-it to be ſo; 
Such Men: belieye. and aruft their Teachers skill, 
An: ground thereon their Faich about Free-H/11, 
Submit themſclves for Rules of Faith aud guidance, 
Like Rome's implicit Faith and blind Obedience. 


. Than tg believe God made an Aſs to ſpeak. 
M. B. in's Book againft the fear of Death, 
Saith, Tþc rvil of God bepivs and ends Men's Breath, 
%--- And I would have Men tell me if they can, 
How th' End can be of God, and th* Means of Man: ? 
- But God muſt not appoint buth Means and End, 
- ?Tis abſurd, faith another to his Friend ; 
*Tis foabſurd, he'll ſpend thereon no skill, 
Beqauic it leaves a Man without-Free-7J/1] : 
A braue Diſputer this without all ſtrife 
Fo write o'th' period of Human Life, 
A late Arminia» Maſter of a School, 
doth fignihe that God's his Creatures Tools 
=>  -, That God's in ſuch a State and Circumſtance, 
= * Man may deftroy his Eaſe, and then advance + 
- Him from a ftate of Anger, Fear, Deſire, 
To ſuch, Content: and Joy, rought can be high'r :; 
VN Jvftice of what God doth Will is '/Cauie,. 
By. whoſe Willi then is Jultice, or Go4's Laws? 
Sure by Man's fince God's Will covid not make it, 
nd he made by it, as this Man doth-take wr 
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To think God's Will Depends, is much more weak,. 
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That God would rather any thing ſhould be 
What it is not, this will, it ſeems to me, 
Make void God's Power, Wiſdom and Decree, 
I cannot think how Men can be Infpir'd 

To think God could not bave what 
If God loves what he Wills not to*procure, 
And hateth what he Wills, may ftill endure, 
He will not bave bis Will, will not be eas'd,- . 
Or Wills whereby his will may be diſpleas'd. 
'Twould ſeem 1cfs abſurd to afhrm, by far, 
God only Wills things ſhould be as they are. 


But whatſoe'er God Wills when Man's enclin'd 
To any thing, he cannot change his Mind 3 | 
For when a Man is to ill things enclin'd, 
He cannot wiſh to have a better Mind 
Becauſe in Man at once there cannot be 
Detire both to do Good and 111, we ſee : 
Withont a Will to move, you cannot move, 
Nor have a Wil! to bate what fiitl you love: - 
And ſince Repentance is by Man defin'd 
A Renovation. or a change of Mind, 
I know *twill baffle all your Pow'r and Skill, 
To will U>mov'd, or move without a Will. 
If they could ne er fo little Criticize 
Upon theſe Matters, they might be more 
| Yet ſome unthinking Men | have brought to't, 
To fay, / haves no Will rot, yer PII do's. 
Ti)is fooliſh abſurd ſaying ſome haye.got, 
I have a will do 40's 
I will not what I will, I will what I will not 1 
Sure this in Logick is too great a Blot, 
My Will's only Defire, and I can fee 
My Will, or With, to hzve, to do or be | 
Sach- or fuch Thing, was neer produc'd by me. > - 
_- If 1 could make a Likirg or a Trveupht, ) 
L ] make: my Soul'or Facy'ties'of nuvght, 
Men lay claim to R=4/a» now no more, 
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thereby can't fe which goes before, - - 
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._ Firſt Cauſe or. Inſtrument, 'tis plain to lc., 


S 


| m—(s6) 
Fill or Matives which they have thereto, 

knd if themſ-lvcs thoſe Motives make or no, 
ere Man thus Free, he'd have no Liberty 


* To will whenbe is Mov'd, nor could he be 


* 01 Wi, {wok or moves himſelf you ſee 
Sod coulgnget Move, me, nor could 1 be tree 
To take Tmpreſhons which he lays on me : 


$* Both Þ ang God, cannut Firft Cauſes be 
Of what-I:chuſe, I'm Willing, but not Free. 


So thar there's ſuch a thing as Will in Man, 
T do deny, affirm't who will or can 

That cis, a Faculcy, or Mode of Being, 

Or any. th-vg but an 1Iwpreſſion ſeeing 
No Man can, will -unle5; #3ch things invite, 


.” As may into ' kis/Soul infule Delight : 


For Initance fake, You're mov'd to. v0 ſomewhere, 
Not knowing that ſuch Obje@s ſhall be there, 
As he that mov'd.yuu had before defign'd, 


7 - Shall be,what then. you-like-and, pleaſe *our mind. 


Mean time gn; ſpite of Hell, 1 «ill advance, 
That nought can happen or fall out by Chance z 


-  Contingencics.if yuu will have, are fo, 

> - That they may be, or uot, for ought we know, 
Not of our Wills, unknown to Gud, but thus, 
As God doth. Will, and that's unkuown to us. 


Things. haye; ſome Cauſe, 1'1! undertake to ſhow, 

are Effects, and from ſome Cauſe doth flow ; 
Effetts they poot be without a Cauſe, q 
Fate has link'd 'em with their Laws.) 


z 


Therefore th' Effe& is of Neceſpry. 
IR falſe to ſay, it may or may not be, 
d this is moge than what once is muſt needs be* 
I ay«whet way be ſhall, and nought clſe can be, + 
Except the S tamp deſjgn'd for Money flay, _, - ; 


The growing Oar from running in, its way,../. ., r * 


Or make it (clt ro ftrike another Mould . »+ .. x 


O'ch' Coin.tbare whatvh' Engrayer meant it ſh 
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And then to.chuſe as God doth will Im free - 

By Nature, therefore of Neceſſuy: . | - 

So that what ſeemeth beſt, muſt then be choſe, - 

Becauſe there can be nuthing can oppoſe, 

T hat which ſeems beft, my mind'twill firmly keep, 

Yet free from other things as when I {[-ep, 

If any other Freedom yuu can fee, 

T 11 -hank you fur't when you do ſhow it me 2 

Yet if it pleaſe you, I will grant you ftill 

That Men may be much better if the WP, 

That we're not rorc'd, but what we like, we chooſe, 

And what to us ſ-ems beit, we like and uſe. 

(So doch a Cat and Dog, with Heart and Yoice,. . 

Chuſe what ſeems beſt, wheu they may have thei 
| 81 be, Choice 

This ſeeming Beſtneſs,. as'a Cauſe, doth bring, :*_ 

A will into a Man to do a thing -:4T 


What ſhall ſecm BeR, is by good Conſ:quence, a | 7 | 


Link'd faft into the Chain of Providence z : 
Becauſe there's no Created Being can i (Mans 
Make; Rule, and guide Thoughts and Defires imp 
For if it ſeem not beſt, we cannot chuſe it,  |-- v7 
Nor while it ſeemeth beſt, can we refuſe its . 7; 
Our Will, Defirc, or Choice, we always find,,. *- 
Cone from Impreſſions made upon our Minds ,. -7 
And no Impreſſions on our Souls can reft,  - T 
But by ſome Obje& which to ir ſeems Beſt, 4; 
Tf it can make nv Objett to ſeem better, - s 
Then to that ſe:ming Good, the Soul is Debtor; 

Since.of what's offer'd to our Choice or:t.ﬀt, : - 4 
we canaot chooſe bur chooſe what ſeemeth-Beſts 
If either ſcem the Better of the two, 


And 'tis not made to ſeem the beſt by you x x 
(That things ſeem good unto us, but not by ugy +: 
Our own Experience never can deny us.) _ «4. 


The xeaſon of your Choice is not your own, &, 
And you muſt chooſe that very thing. or none; - 7 

For Inſtance, chooſe to tit. or riſe and Walk, - 7 
To fit ia Silcace, or tp riſe and Talks, 1 
"ok Chooſe 
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= Things. without ever being moy'd thereto. 
; - pry 2 Free Gift Men ſometimes have, 


_ Explain your Notions of Free-H/il!, or ceafe *i* |, 


y "-" G : 


” Chooſe which you will to ſhow that you are Free, [4 


That very choice deftroys your Liberty; 

When you gre forc'd to chooſe juſt ſo or ſo, 

You'll chooſe you whether you will chooſe or 10, 

But if for argument you ſhould deviſe 

To ſay you'd Ratber Sir, but yet you'll Riſe, | 
You'r finely fool'd, you'd better fit and Reft, | 
I make you Riſe, and make you think it _ . 
; OICEC, : 
Pl-ad for Free-Wif, and ftretch your Brains and 
'Tis ſeeming Beftneſs is the K-y of Cho ce. 

This ſeeming Beiinefs both in Man and Braft, | 
Includes their R:aſon to the he:ght increaft : 
Seeming Beftneſs meet as Nerves i'th' Joynt, 

Belicuirg, Witirg Chooferg, in one Point * | 
But Men have Reafon, and thereby can do 


ceaſe Dependirg for what they recetve, 


- W'this be Reaſor, hiſs it out from hence, : 
_- AfdH4eave us in its room, ſome Common Senfe, 
If this be Senſe. from Nonſenſe God bleſs 1ne; 
- Forced to like things beſt, yer at one's Liberty ! 
- You're Drawn or Drove by Nature, or by Grace z 


© If neither's made by you, *tis all a Caſe z | 


Which doth afe& you leaft, you muſt refuſe ; 
Whoſe Ditbites ſe-m th+ beſt, you're forc'd to C boofe ; 
And which o'th' two ſhall make the moft Impreſhon 
Is ##ft to Providence, viz. God's Diſcretion : 

And 'tis but Reaſon that it thoulil be thus, 
KWiture 61d Reaon's Author, Rules both th:m and us, 


Mind well each Word and Thought, and throughly ; | 


It, fill you prove it Falſe, or own it True. W 
Pretending, and h-reafter hold your Peace, '** Ld 
But [cave this foulmonth'd Reas'ning, and youTt *___ 
In Matters of Religion, we are frees . (fees 


-» That Gracious Minds attend fincere Endeavour, |. 
But Grace that's flighied, re Om 2: -| 
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I own it comes and ſtays, and takes its flight, 
According, as in it we take Delizht. EY 
But would you hence inter that Men can move 
Faith: and Obediexc?, and guud things can love, _ 

' (them too 
Till God hath-ctang'd their Minds, and brought 
Of. his good Pleaſure, both to Will ayd Do? - 


"'} When Paut to the Corinthians Indites, 


Chapter the Second, fourteenth Verſe thus Writes, 
A man in's Nat'ral Srtaze ca:not receive 
The things of God, they're fooliſhneſs 1* believe, 
Till God hath wrought in Man and Man hath leara'd 
He cannot ſee what's-Spirit'ally diſcern'd ; - -:;; 
Nature muft neetts retiſt, and not approve 

Thoſe things it ſees no reaſon why to Love, b 
The Eighth o'th' Romans, Verſe the Seventh ſee 3 
The Carral Mind *gairſt God is Enmity, oP 
Unto God's Law it cannot Subk@ bez -* + 


Ord'nary Means hath fail'd, in vain-it,ftrove, zp © © © ©; 
Nor could Cir: gather them by Tears nor Love. 


But Chriſt as Mediator could not do 7 
More than He Will'd that call'd him thereuatog? 
And ſhould this wretched State we're in ſtick fa, 
Who will or can deliver us at laſt ? 
Pray what can Man do, who can help afford, : : 
But only God, through Fejus Chriſt, our 1 ord,. 1 
/ But Chrift has ſaid, who very likely -knew 

His Will that ſent him, and that it was true, . 

- That (@) nove could come but whom bis Father drew, 


”, And likewiſe Paul, who probably had skill, 


+, The highcft of all Cauſes puts Gud's Will; 
_ Am! what he's written for our Information,. - - 
-* About the mattcr of Predeſtination, | 
- Is plain and Cogent, not brought in byth' by. 
» Fetch'd. purpoſely from-(<) Pharaob's Hiſtory. 
"From the two (4) Brothers and the (*)Potters Clay 
He ſhews: God's independent Will bears ſway. 


S * « 


ET 
+: 4): Fabii 6. 44. (b) Rom. g. 22, (<) Exod. 9. 16. 
#62; Gen, 25. 23. (e) Jerem, 7D. 6. 32 yy If 
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— Uh Lp » % 
(10) 
If Pau? and Chriſt herein might Credit gain, 
Theſe Places then might many more Explain, 
And you from hence cou!d not infer Free-Wif, 
God may give Grace, or Grace withold,- juſt as he 
: | BAS (pleaſes ftill. 
*Cbrift cou'd not work on Men, they wanting Faith, 
Which is the (a) Gift of Ged, as Scripture faith, 
M-ans doth not take, unleſs God doth it ſute, 
As well fron Tyre and Sidow-you'll have Fruit : 
That God made Man upright, who ſought invention 
And carcy'd on thereby Heav'ns Inteution, 
's way's not in himſelf, who's Heart proj-Qeth, 
His goings and motions are'as (5) God diretteth, 
The frame 0'th' Heart and anſwer of the Tongue, 
Saith Solomon, doth to to the (<) Lord belong. 
, T'vegiv'n this Notion Wounds enough before, 
To keep it down from riſing any more ; 


kx; - "Wete'rr I keave, one Mortal blow T'll give, 


Which nevcr ſhall becur'd, while Morta's live. 
"Thoſe that no other God own or confeſs 
But one whoſe Will depandeth more or leſs, 
On what depends no whit on God, diſown 
'A' Power ſuperior unto their own. 

But thoſe who think upon themſelves depend, 
Like or diſlike of what God Recommends, 
And think they move Gol's Will in any caſe, 

that to Man's own Will God's doth give Place, 

oth own no God, but as above expreft, 
Therefore no Supream Powr's by ſuch confeft. 
Some Atheifts own no Pow'r but what's in Nature, 
Theſe own no Supream Pow'r but in the Creature. 
If any Man doth make himſelf a King, | 
That Man 'gainſt Ceſar, ſpeaks a dang'rous thing. 
.By parity of Reaſon, he that makes « 4] 
 Himſclt firft Cauſe of ought, God's Pow'r ſhakes. 
He that b-lieveth that he can do what ' Þ- 7 
God would -not have him do, believeth that -: : 
' (4) Eph. 2.8. (b) Prov, 16. 5. 20. Jer. 106-23... 
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God hath lefs.Pow'r than Man, or @ worſe lot, - 
To execute His Will, Pow'r God has not . 
Oc, what's. till, wo-ſe, for this will only make _ 
Him like ſome Creature, h-lpleſs, poor and Weak; 
AS if God bas & Wilk,and kas no Hl | _ 
Things ſhou:d be done thar: might his mind fulfil, 
This leaves no Pow'r, nor Will, nor God at all, 
Than which there's nought more atheifticaly 

God's Will's his Pow'r, wherein God's leſs than he 
That can do what, God would not have-10 be. 

But Scripture Promiſ.s and Threats hath made, 
Upon Condition, which God muſt ſee paid, 
Suppoſe 'tis true, what then if I can ſhew 

God makes Conditions and performs them too : 
Abimeleeb was to have Health and Life, | 
If he reftor'd to 4brabam his Wife, 

Or <lſe he an\ his Family muſt die, 7 
When no ſuch thing could be, Il tell you why,-- 
For God had kept him innocent ſincere, \- 
And ord: r'd Health and Life by 4brabam's Pray'r, - 
There's no Conditions can procurement be 

Of things which God had given by Decree z 
Yet he his Peole uuto terms doth bind ; 
An (5) inſtance to this purpoſe you may find, 
Where not for theirs, but his own ſake diſpenſes 
With their Infirmities, and their Offences, 

Then he not by thcir Will, but the eff }. a 
Of his own Will, commandeth their RefpeR, >. 0 
That he may do 'em good, and th-m Prote. YN, 3 
Firfi God hath wilf'd, ! bat be wi'l do them Good, , "1.4 
Le this then for a Truth be wnderſtood ; RY \ . : 
But this will not be done, unleſs firſt they 4 © 989 
Ackrowledge Gd, avd him likswiſe Obey 5 2 
But firfg of all, be'll put 'em in 1he way, 
Then they'll ackr.owl dge God, and vim Obey : 
Then He4l delight in th-m to do them Good: 
And this bis Ways is to be underſtood, 


| 144 Gen 20. 5, 7. - Back, 36 37%. y 
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The 'Zoly Got bpeneth our Hearts, fo as to let 
in and appreheni the light of Divin® Iruth, rhen 
by, reprefemtation of proper Arguments, p-rſwas 
deth car Reaſon'to embrace it; then. by continual 
Impreſſions he b:ndeth our Inclinations, an mo» 
Imeth onr Hearts, and t-myer+th our aﬀc:ctions 
to a' willing compliance wirh God's Will, Dc. Bar- 
row, Vol. 2; Pag? 504, 505. 


For all God put Condicions, ' (@) Jo»7eh knew 
Het ſpare the Nimivites, therefore withdrew, 
Not willing to declare that which he ſee 
God had determin'd otherwiſe to be. 

Conditions unto Sau; God had declarfd. 
_ Yet Saul of their Performance was debar'd : 
. *Twas ſaid indeed, but how was he rejected, 
= *Canſe ſome part of his Errand was'negle&ed 
#- Eoncerning. Ameledk, when God foretold 
= Another cauſe why*s Kingdom ſhould not hold ; 
=.  Beravfe he () Offer*d efer the Prophet came, 
© And was't 'nort Rea'on, yet he bore the blame. 
© If in the Heart of Man there's not a Thought 
= But what God knows before to pals *tis brought, 
- - If th* Heart of Kings are in the hands of God, * 


- 


-,, An&that he turns them with a Beck or Nod: 
on. Sql was not like torwalk in' Righteous Parth. = 
2 > Wkcn God had made him King, but in his Wrath: | 
g” Was Reboboim's methods of the Lord , X 
” What Reafon doth the Hiftory afford 17 
”.  WhyFerebomn might not. be prepar'd,- - | 
> --C Tho ſuch Condicjons were by God detlary* +. 
.- By ſuch-like methods to retain his Trilies ©© © © . 
Of Calves and Altars, as the Text deſcribes, © - 
One Inftance of this kind I] mention-more, 
Tho it-mizzat necer be thus apply *«d before; ' 
If that tt hearted Femper, or Blindvefs » tf 
Which -God Fth* Sixth” of Eſay doth expreſs; ©! 


nab 4. 2. 133. 
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(13) 
Not only «bars great part of Iſa 

From Faith in Chrift, but bath alſo as well 
Barr'd the performance of what was requir'd 

By th' Law and Prophets, fince that time expir'd 
Then to what purpoſe were th* Conditions ſpoke, 
WYWoich God bad fore-appointed ſhould be broke, 


If God did deſire, that all that hear ſuch pathetical Ex- 
preſhons delivered to them in his Name, as thoſe in Det, 
30. 19, 20, Wc. ſhould be io affefted thereby as to obſerve 
thoſe Precepts, Wc. then there could not be a particular E- 
le&ion, RejeCtion, or difference; nothing leſs than a conſtant b 
degree of Grace (viz. God's Deſire, Will, or Intention, that |} _ 
all that hear, Wyc. ſhall obſerve and Obey) would attend and / ” 
affe&t the minds of all that hear, fo as that thereby they | 
would oblerve and Obey : But there 1s a particular 100 \ 


or difference in God's Deſire, Will, or Intention, 

lel$ chan a conſtant degree of Grace doth attend the minds \ 
{ome that hear, 4c. Therefore God doth not deſire that all 
that hear ſuch Expreſſions, 2yc. ſhould be fo atfefted thereby. 


as to obſerve and obey thoſe Precepts. 7 | : 


Thus God may ſet before Men Good and Ill, . 
And bid them chooſe which of the two they will, - + - : 
And they may chooſe one rather than an other, 

And have no Motives, nor can Chooſe the other z 


For what without God Deſires, Wills,or Intends, nothing but. 
Power fupzrior to his can prevent ; and it there be no 
cr Superior to his, then nothing but his Intentions'can make 


any Means ſufficient tor the End, 


And that by 7/az. God had barr'd them ſo, 

I ſhall from that and other Places ſhow, 

And (ſo conclude that therefore it was fo. 

Ezekiel Chapter Twelve and Verſe the Second, 

As the effect of //a's Doom was reckon'd, 

For Eyes they had, but neither ſaw nor hear'd, 

Whence I conclude their Senſes then was barr'dg 

Yet for their Non-performance they're decreed | 

To go'into Captivity with ſpeed ; F 

Tho blinding them before ſeemed enough, 
They're mock'd by th' Poly moving of bis __ 


_ 


That it was ought but Mockery, I doubt, 
Since both their Ears were ſhut, and Eyes put out. 
Captivity declar'd for loſs of Sight, 
To their blind Eyes the Prophet then holds Light, 
But what God by the Prophet there affirms, 
Js not ith ledſt ſer off with doubtful Terms ; 
+ The Senſe ſoplain, that no Man can contend, 
The Means being there propos'd as well as i End: 
- Their Sores uſeleſs, they dull and ſtiff-hearted, 
> * And a0 16tb' End they might not be Converted, 
” God ſaid they ſbould bs Blinded, and it was 
| uſt as He ſard, ſo it was brought 10 paſs : 
-\ — td"rmas wore like that God defign'd their Lot 
} Should -be-as twas, than be as it was not. _ 
= } Eb" EffeQs thereof with them ſo much -prevail'd, 
&7-+Fhey aid'God's Threatnings and each Viſion fail'd, 
= Judgments declar'd, with Plagues and Deſolation, 
Wa an hundred Years to'th' Fewiſh Nation ; 
And thus in Blindneſs they continue ftill 
= *---*Fo be the Objetts of God's Power and Will. 
=: Romans th* Eleventh Chapter, Verſe the Eight, 
2 Wall ſes the fitate o'th' Controverſy ſtreight, 


©. 


** -* > Where God not only 200k rherr fight away, 
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"Bur prve them th* Syirit of Slumber to this day. 

If this be true, what ftreſs can there be laid 

What by th' Prophets to the Fervs was ſaid ? 

t Man's. will to obey, begets a mind 

TI God to do them good, and to be kind, 

©: Or God's Decree to be ſevere or kind, 

©, Begets a ſtubborn or Obedient Mind : 

> God doth to Man according to Man's will, 

#7. "But then Man's Will on God's dependeth ftill. 

$4 There is a Simily i'th'-firft ten Verſes, 

2+, - Eighteenth of Ferem!, he there rebearſes, 
+.” Where ;tis ſuppos'd God will be rul'd by mil 

But. it muſt be-in ſuch a manner then -* 

As he thinks fit to diftate unto them : 

Men may reſiſt their God, Rule and. Command 


Fuſt as thi: Clay can Rule the Porter's Hand, 


-” - b 
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In that new Motion, thþ*1 be's made bis Maſter, 


$1 
Suppoſe an Artiſt makes two Movements ſo, 
That one ſhould longer than the other go, 
One by oft winding up muſt be reliev'd, 
Having no Motion but what it receiv'd ; 
But if 'twere poſhble the Man had s$kill To: 
To make a Clock to move againſt his Will, -. 37 
Or wil that ſome new Motion it might find, 
Which could have no Dependance on his Mind ;. - 
It #2 muſt mend or mind each ſmall Diſaſter, 


And ſuch a one woul.l in ſybjettion ſtand: - *4 
Ut) the Works 0'th' W-crks of his own band. — 
an. were he put to'c (who doth think amiſs. =: I 
That God ſhou! 1 Will each thing ſhould be as tis 2 
To ſhow God did or could will otherwiſe, "8 
Giving to Man ſuch S:nſe and Facu'ties, 5 O0-. 
To knaw th2 Uſe and Worth of what they leeg.,r. 3 
An alſo Will'd that they might Tempted be, -+z 72% 
That they might Yield, and ſo be brought uats; 
A tedious Life, and painful Death alſo, -- 
The prohibition might new Fears infpire, . 7, 48 
Yet it might raiſe their Inclinations high'r. —_— 
Herewith St. Paul ſeems to agree in Senſe, =" = 
Th'Commandment wrought in him Concupiſcenc?, 2 
Tf Tnclination rightly were Defin'd, | 
*Twould be a weight or burden on the mind g - 
And I confeſs, I never yet could ſee, | 
How Adam's Mind in any caſe could be 
Charg*d with Deſnes, and yet at Liberty: 
And he that hath ir but in any kind, 
Muſt ftrive for that to which he is enclin'd, +, 
If ſomething do not come to change his Mind, 
I do not Write. to make a publick ſhow, .._. -.- 
So much, as that Diſputing-Men might know, . -- 
They -may be Neceffary Agents ftill, - £ 


And God not be the cauſe of greater Ill 

Than he wou!d be, if Adam had Free-will, 
Suppoſe that Adam Fell and yet was Free, 
Wherefore ſhould I'by him a Sufferer be? _. 
Fs C 2 - © Could 


F 
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” Could Adan move himſelf to take Delight 
In what he was told would work his Ruine quite ? 
Or did'he qualifie himſelf to receive 
Satan's Advice, and God's Commandment leave ? 
And if ha did, and that God did Decree 
Such Inclinations ſhould paſs ofer to me, 
God's ways tho Equal, Arbitrary be, 
As for your Sham-Diftintion of Permintirg, 
Tnſtead: of 0rderirg, it is not fitting 
To come before a Man of Common Senſe, 
Nor any who Reaſon to makes pretence : 


- Was El blam'd for ſuffering his Son 


To do what he believ'd not fit t? be done 2 


; + +, Then ſure herein much Weakneſs you'll diſcover, 


To think God ſuffers what he willeth not, 


£73 Or wills not what he'll ſuffer. 


= Fo which I add, was it not Puniſhment, 
-Snares and Temptation were to Adam ſent, 


J = Whereby they were prepar'd to be Deceiv'd, 


And after were of Paradiſe bereay'd;._ * - 


Their Eyes and Minds were Inftruments to cheat 


Them, and prepare them for the Devil's Bait, 
Which prov'd to them and us an Overthrow : 
What S$1n waij't for God ſuffer'd it be ſo ? 

Why mi3ht not God as well defign his Fall, 

As will that what de did ſhould hurt us all, 

And will a way to bring us out of Thrall. 

Rut there's a Suppuſition worth your viewing, 
That God may will Men ſuffer for (4) Well-doing : 
Some Puniſhment it ſeems by (b) St. John's Story, 
Was not for Sin, but only for God's Glory ; 

' *Fhe ſame being ſeen far or near procures 

- Half of the 11s which Man by Work endures. 
Wag't for Man's Sin before Men were d'e hold, 
God' order'd Summer's Heat and Winter's cold ? . 
That which can make a Thing ſeem beſt's a Means, , 
Alſo a motive to Deſire, and. Chains Io 

Qr doth transfer the Maker's Will unto © 
The Creature, which thereby doth Z/i/1 and do :: | 
- (a) Fet,3. 17. (b) Zong.3. © Ange. 
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And why ſhould this ſeem ftrange to us,when ſeeidg 
By him w2 moye as well as have our Being ; | 
The Text, if we do underftand it right, 
Will eafily afford us ſo much Light, 
To ſee if we obſerve what there is ſaid, 
That Adam's Choice was by the Devil made, 
For by his means it ſeemed better then 
To know as Gods, thaa live i*th* Dark like Men. 
Before thay knew not that they Naked ' were, 
After they're nam'd as putting God in Fear z 
| Their former State by Ignorance o'ercharg d, 
When they hadeat, their Knowledge was enlarg'd, 
Nor could,nor would God in ſuch caſe ſtand Neuter, 
"Tis theretore like he was the Devil's Tutor 
If we think otherwiſe, we think unfit, 
To think the Devil out-did God in Wit) + 
'Cauſe that which follow'd, was bzfore appointed... 
Atonement eer Sin came, Chr iſt was annointed + -- 
Therefore it's rational for to ſuppoſe A 
_ Whatever is by any Creature choſe, 

Deſign'd, or Wi'Fd, whatever is pretended,:. 
Is but a bra'ch oth Supream Will extended, , 
And by himſelf apply'd to things, and then, 
That Will is theirs, and exercls'4d by them. Is 
Thus our Firſt Parents with their Reaſon dreſt '_ - -**% 
Propoſals to receive. . as they ſeem'd Beſt z .. -- | 
Their Reaſon and and their Senſes both they uſe; -- 
As they were given, ſo by them they chooſe. _ -- 
The Fruit ſeem'd good unto their outward Senſe. . 
Encreaſe of Knowledge was a good. Pretence. 
No Human Reaſon or Experience Can, . | 
Dzſccib2 another way to chooſe by by Man. :-- _ 
What ſeemeth Beft. doth move Deſire, and fill >. 
It with the Rays o'th* Independent WH. * 

Yet Adam was made Pure at firſt. no doubt, 
But being moy'd, Invention he found out ; . 
Nor doth this hinder. but Men are of may 7}. 
Re-from their Innocence fallen far away + 


' 7:22 hap C.3 Ang, 
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#2 From what it would have been as to his Part, 
&-- Had th' Owner giv'n Conſent with all his Heart ; 
#2 Upon his Soul being ftampd Deſire and Will 
>. Hs Hands and Feet might that Deſire fulfil 
3M :And,if there was no Evil done nor meant, 


18") 


F, And yet were there a Pair ſtood in their Place, 
, Untempted and Unlearn'd in+Voice, their Caſe 


Might be as Innocent as his, and free 
To chooſe and ſhun what was propos'd, as he. 
Next, I would have it better underſtood, 
In what reſpect things can be ill or Good, 
I'cannot help it if ſome Men be Vext. 
That I thus Paraphraſe upon the Text; 
What I iufer, the Text will well afford, 
And our Experience well therewith accord. 

. For I believe Men's Thoughts of Good and Ill, 
May be amiſs for all-their Pow'r' and Skill. 


- Tit put ſome Caſes ſome may think unfit, 


_— 
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- The Owner ſuffer'd by*t he underſtood, - 


| - But prove *em falſe, then-1*1t my Notion: quit. . 


Suppoſe a Man comes to a Houſe or Shop, 


4 : And ſeeing there ſome Gold, he takes it up, 
ES If to'his Chamber he this'Mony bring, 
+:  Shew me what difference there is in the thing, _ - 


In ating that wherejn was nothing 111, - 
To now, was neither Attion nor Intent : 


Yet he intended nought but his own Good. 
"Twas a bad Circumſtance for th' Man 1 own, 


*” - Cauſe he can't live ſo well when's Mony's gone) - 
But tho he wiſh'd much It might diſcontent him, 
His Wiſh was not that II! that did torment him, 


4 
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I#F<ds | Define... p 
* . \ . 


Nor Cauſe thereof, a Means his Aﬀtion was, 
To'bring that evil Circumſtance to paſs; 
The greateſt 111 Mankind can perpetrate, 
T'th''compaſs of a Wiſh will Terminate : - 
That outward Atts are il, was never meant, 
Thou ſoalt not Cover, was the Law's intent, 

'Tis that alone breaks the Commandement. - 
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4 Define Adultry, Fornication, Thefc. 
| Take all that's Innocent, then ſee what's left : 
See what eſſential Attributes you find 
Belonging to the Body, or the Mind, 
By either Party in Adultery, 
| Which doth not with the Married State Agree z - 
l Both att to Pleaſe-themſeclves, and one another 
What is there then in one,that's not i'th' *tother 2 - 
+F And who cer usd a Woman in his Life - 
So much becauſe ſhe was another's W ife, 
As '1was to quench a fooliſh fond Deſire 
| Sparkling and. burning in his mind like Fire ?* 


For a Man can no more conceive 1t poſhble to hare carnal 

* Knowledge of another Man's Wife as another Man's Wife$ - 

(or any otherwiſe than as a Woman, or a Creature appoints 

ed by God and Nature for the uſe of Man) than he can con-- 

| ceive how Adultery may be committed with Sickneſs or : 
Health, ſince Wife 1s nothing but an empty word or name, 

1 expreſhng the State. or conditzon of a Woman, | 


Prove as 0'th* Body Good or 1Il from hence, 
Both by their Genius-and their Difference z. *© 
What in*themſelves without their Circumſtance, -- 
There is no outward att that Man Man can do, .**: \,. 2 
| But what's Commanded, tho Forbidden too: NA b- 
' Adultry, Murther, Theft, with many more, "<5 MN 
Are names for Caſes, and not Things, therefore ;, £4 

In ſore reſpett, God may be th* Couſe of Sin, © 
In making Caſes, which - make Lufts, wherein- © 


CI 


+ Conſift what.Evil doth attend each aR, - » Wh &-1 
_- Then making -Laws-Men think forbids the- Fatt: * 
Thus God doth ſeem to be the-Efficient Cauſe 

- Of what. is poſitive in Lufts and Laws, 

| If Truth without it could kave been defended. 

| Tofſpeak ſo bread I never had intended ; 

.. Therefore to what Men ſay, I only- need 

» Toanſwer, underſtand ye what ye Read. 

+ Yet if the 11} which in this Life-Men find, 

*.. Concerns their Bodies, elſe-neer reach their Mind: 


| ( 20 ) 
Tf all the TIls Men feel and ſuffer by, 
Is having Nature's wanting ſuch ſupply 
As only Pain and Care can ſatisfie, 

Why ſbould God be more blam'd for giving Natures 
Uneajie to Mankind than other Creatures, 

Who live and die in Pain and Diſcoment 

As much as Men, and yet are Innocent : 

A Horje whoſe Wind is broke, ſtruggles for Breath 
As hard as Men 0 Ptifick, is not Death 

As bard t0 Lambs, and is not Life as dear, 

As *tis 10 avy Prince that liveth bere 2 

And they alſo, if wiſe Men rightly gueſs, 

An immaterial Soul or Life Poſſeſs. 


. 7 The acknowlegded Principles of Reaſon,are the general Rules 


axeporlivg to which we judge whether a thing be True or Falle. 
Biſhop Tillotſon's Rule of Faith, Page 5. And if 1 had not the 


2. 
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e 
pointed by the Cauſe of all Cauley, and diſpoſec of all Inſtru- 


ecant it, 
. (a) Prov. 3. 5, 6. (b) 2 Cor. 12. 9. (c) Ia. 41. 4 43, 10, 
Sz —11, 12, 13, 1 will work, and who ſhall let it. 44. 6, 7, 8. 
Ben 43, 12, 14; 27. Jon. y. 12, 2 Cbron, 20, 6. Prov. 21, 30. 1/a, 
bs 05-9. Fer. 18. 6. 13. 48. Rom. g. 23. Epb. 1. 11, 14. 


He that appointed all Men once to die, 

© - Men with Diſeaſes fll'd accordingiy, 
Whereby.they could not like affronts to take, 

3 So well as they with Death Revenge could make. 
YZ Thus Human Paſhons are aa Inftrument, 

- * As welltogive Life, as Life to prevent: 
'Thereby Lives are Wholeſale and Retail ſpent, . 
As Heav'n checks Nature, or doth give conſent. 
But when theſe hurtful Circumſtances ceaſe, 
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3 - _ God may pals by our Filings, if he pleales. FR 


An1 were from Huager,Thirſ,an4 Pain at ak | 


} 
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Our Conſtitutions has not us enclin'd 
To love right Reaſon, and God's Laws to mind 
But when this cruſt of Clay is left behind, 

Our Souls may better be, and more Refin'd, 
And if the Poverty and all the Pains 

That do aſfli& Mens Bodies and their Brains, 

To not exceed in Number Weiglit and Meaſure, 
Their Health Content, their Plenty and their Plea- 
Were it Unjuft, tho it Aﬀettion be (ſure, 
To give ſome others Good, tho none to me ? 

Is God's Regard a Debt, or Gift that's Free ? 

And Man ſhould recon nothing 111, that he 
Rather than ſkep, would have, or do, or be. 
Some things tho hard, ſhould not be counted ſuch, 
When they to hopes of Reſt contribute much z 
Such Hardſhip has ſome Pleaſure, and doth keep, 
Men more poſſeſt of Good, than when Aſleep 3 
But what's agreeable to Nature, we 

Take little Notice of, but if we be 

One Hour in Ten in Sickneſs, hunger, Pain, 

A long remembrance doth thereof remain, 

So that this State on due Conſideration, 

Is more advantage than Annihilation, 

If God paſs by our want of good Aﬀedtion 

Unto his Laws, right Reaſon, and PerfteQion, 
His Juftice will at leaſt be equal till 

To th* AbſoJute ſov'reignty of his Will : -— 
Tho I den't fay, much leſs would take in hand © © 
To prove that none on the left fide thall ſtand; . 
But if ought could be ſaid that might prevent 
Cenſorious pride, to which we're ſo-much bent, 
"Cauſe Chriſt has ſaid what Hell there was to be, 
Was grounded on Mens want of (s) Charity : 

In want »f Charity conſifts Hell's Curſe, (worſe, 
Which comes by thinking Men make themſelves 
Poorer, or ſome way differing from others, 

And fo withold what we might ſpare our Brothers ; 
Remorſe for former Pride, may na'ce thoſe Evils 
Prepar4 for envious Spirits and for Devils, 


« FA) Matt. 25. 42. 


Let 


(22) 
Let none that cer gave way to a Temptation, 

Oc broke a Law in any kind of Station, 
be pzremptory in pronouncing Woe, 
For ſure I am, no Man 'on Earth doth know 

- What Rules and Meaſures God will take to Tudge, 
Why then ſhould we another's Welfare grudge ? 
How God will deal with Men none knows,nor ſhall, 
To their own Maſter.let them ſtand or fall : T 
Tf in the Covenant with 44am made, 
Nothing but Death was threaten'd,nothing ſaid 
Of Future Woez,ſure Dzath the debt hath paid. $ 
But T3! ſuppoſe the words defettive were, | 


»- And. t hat the Puniſhment's too ſhort to bear 

The Weighc of that Offence, and Sin repeated, 

 Yet'there are Merits neer can be defeated, 

Or Mercy to forgive our Sins, or Grace 
| To came up to the Terms in ſome ſuch Caſe, 
- = .:-As leaving [1!, or living well, or Faith, 
» > Elſe where's the truth of what th' (4) Apoſtle ſaith 1 
Whatever Faith, Obedience, or Repentance, 
. Death, Judgment, Condemnation means, this Sen- | 


« (tence 
- -Saith, As th' Offence hath touch'd both great and | 
"So the Free-Gift extendeth unto all. (ſmall, | 


- - And as'in Adam all with Death muſt ftrive, 
ih In God and Chriſt ſhall all be made alive. 
: - If Chriſt take off tÞ effefts of Adam's Fall, 
I He'll cure eur Natures, pardon Sins and all, 
Death being dead. will glorious things reſtore, « 
Where Sin abounded, Grace aboundeth more, $ 
Decrees and Cauſes brought beyond the Fall | 
And tack'd to things, God may be all in all.. 
But had Men pow'r to Will, as ſom? pretend, .. 
Thej'd need no Heanly Pow'r their way to mes; | 
Bus if they can in no reſpe# nor caſe, © 
Do any thing themſelves 10 purchaſe Grace, NN: 
The Conſequence I know none can deny, le 
'Tis then 4 Gift, and cannot come but by 


- (a) Rom, 5, from 15. to 20. * 


Such means, avd at ſuch times as God thinks fit, 


Then if it works, He may accept of it, 


But: by their Notions, God can give no Grace, 
Nor pals our Failings wh but in ſuch caſe » 
As when a Man Unmov'd, bis Powr”s firſt raiſe. 
And ſo in God the firſt Foundation lays: 

Then God may Give, or Forgive by this ſhift, - 


Bur how in God can this be a Eree Gift ? 


When tho Man's Pow'rs came firft from God atone, 
That Will that moves him, is n0t Gods, but's own. 
Such a Diftinftion ſome Men have found out, 

To bring Arminius's Herefie about, 

And yet difown it, and preach up Free Grace, 
And thereby paint Free-Will with better Faces _- 
They own God's gracions Motions firft are-free, © 
But they may uſE 'em, or may let 'em be : oe 
Tho God fincerely wiſhes they ſhould uſe it, 
They have Free Will to uſe, or to Refuſe it ; 
So that their Notions only differ thus 

I mean the Papiſts and Arminius, | 
Free-Will procures firſt Grace, is Rome's pretence, 
Theſe, that thereby Grace has continuence ; 
But yet herein they very well agree 

God's Mind and Will, and Grace, and all muſt be 
Diſpoſed of by Human Liberty. K+ 
Yet not one Argument that Man's thus Free :- 
Some Texts there are,which were that prov'd,; they 
Illuftrate it, or afford it Light; (might. 
But cannot prove it true, becauſe they may 
Be ſpoke and meant as true another way. 

But if God can give Good, and Ill paſs by 
Freely and Juſtly, let that ſatisfie : 

God maybe Juft at laſt, 'tis Men miſtake it 
He: may db. Juſtice, 'cauſe himſelf doth make it. 


- But if God's Will be RuPd by any thing 
* Without himſelf, he's like an Earthly King, 
- Tf ought that God can do, be True and Juft, 
. His #7 muſt make it fo, or elſe there mu 


Some 


(24) 
Some Higher Power be thought on, to whoſe Law 
God's Will muſt ſubje& be, and ftand in awe. 
Fut if there can be either Good or 111, 

. And 0 Gol elſe, 'tis mad? ſo by God's will, 

© God may be Juſt, rho be ſhould puniſh none, 

Since there's no Will to bind bim bus bis own, 

And what that is, who knows it can be known ? 

For ſome bave thought, that when Men's thoughts 
| (are beft 

They are as (a) wide from His. as Eaft from Weſt, 

God will'd Books ſhould be writ,but doth not will 

That Men ſhould know his mind, that's ſecret ftill ; 

For who has known the mind of God, tho we 

"The GG) mind of Chrift do evidently ſee 2 

And how then God will Judge a Sinner's Crime, 

I know as Chrift has ſaid, (<) was known the Time. 


* ©. Weneed not put our Reaſon to the ſtretch 


To ſee how Joly Ged may plague or vex 
The Soul of any Man i'th* future State, 

Such an Enquiry will not come too late. 

When we have Reaſon, and han ſurely know 
God has determin'd it, 2nd will do ſo, 

If notwithſtanding this, Men's Cogitation 

Is ftill concern'd about the Reprobation 

Of Human Souls to all Eternity, 

Since Paul doth not the thing thereto apply, 
Pray wherefore then ſhould either you or I. 

If after all there Should be ſuch a thing, 

By conſequence it hangs upon the ſtring 

On which Election hangs, and that you'll ſee 
No other than God's Severeign Will can be. 
For me to ſay what God will do, were Rude, 
When _=_ Divines no other durft conclude 
That it he juſtly could not puniſh Men, 

He juſtly could and would forbear it then, 

Tho they'd ſuppoſe God has no way but cheats 
Men into Happineſs by cruel Threats, 


(a) Iſa. 55. 8 9, (b) I Cor, 2, 16, (c) Mat. 24. 36. | 
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(25) 
And then if they don't mend, but ftand out ftill,. 
God then may puniſh them, *auſe they've Free-will, 
But if Free-Will fails, how will they trom thence, 
The ground-work lay for future Recompence ? 

Tf Free- will future Torments do ſuftain, 

The Ground of Free-Will ſhould be made more 
And Manifeſt, that Man has Liberty, (plain 
And that thereon depends Futurity, 

Elſe future Good nor 111 can ne'er be found, 

Tf liberty of Will has no more Ground. | 
Therefore what's Gpod or 111 o'th future fide, 
Muſt be by God's, not by Man's Free-will try'd.. 
Therefore I think, and am enclind to ſay, 
W hat God will do, he very juſtly may ; , 
Since. in Men's Trouble oft he doth | Gifpente -, 
Things ſignifying Care and Providence, . 
Which could not h.pper, 47d be not "= it, 


3 


"Cauſe Chance is not a C aſe, none can define it) - 
If God's not willing any Man ſhouid -(«) Periſh, , 7 
But to Repentance come,this thought wou'd cheriſh | 
Some Doubting Minds ; and tell me why, 1. Pray 
Since all bave erred, and have gone aſtray; | 
God may not out of his abundant Treaſure ©; 
(6) Work thoſe 10 IF/ill and Do of his good Pleaſure, 
That fifry times have Err'd,. tho ſume bur chreey 
Since Grace that's (c) Unconditional and Free, , 

Muſt work that Change, if &er we changed be. 
What T have laid, God's Will. can never hind . 
From giving Men a ivfc wel-temper'd Mind, +, 
Or ſuch Imprcſhons, whereby they'll nor fail; 
Their want of better Tempers to bewail. 


- Men may be Griev'd in God's own time and ſeaſon 


Theyccould not raiſe their minds up to right reaſon, 
Or 'tearing they may not be var $) 

For glorious Manſions, where blcl Souls abide.. 

So that'my Notions cannot Men prevent. 


»But if God gives them Grace, they may Repent ; 
When Time and Means Decrzed j Join hand 1u hand, 


What Luſt or what Opinion can withſtand 


JJ 2 2. Pet. 3. 9. (b) Phil, rg () Epb 2, $, 2 Tim. 1. 9. 


Goi's 


(26 ) 


God's Will at Hour the Sixth;the Twelfth or Ninth, 


(point 


When Nature's ſtrong, or weak, or at Death's 


If we to God's acceptance nothing broug 
. Nor did procure that Change in us was wr 
"If God to Perſons no Reſpett will have, 


ht, 
oug ht ; 


"But that it ſhould to him ſeem good to ſave 


And Juftifie (-) Ungodly Wicked men, 


"Tis God that doth it, what can we ſay then ? 


By th* Holy Lamb,Slain from the World's foundation, 


Tf to himſelf he (+) Reconciles each Nation, 4 


Charity's wanting, where this finds vexation, 
But this may be the reaſon why they chide, 
Cauſe for their Faith they would be Juftify'd. 
A Son and Heir might Reaſon at this rate, 


His being Heir has gotten that Eftate 


And' you as well might think his Reas'ning fair, 


.. To ſay it was his Zeirſhip made bim Heir, 

* Without Eftate, he is no Heir IT grant, 
*Nor without Faith, can any be a Saint ; 
Yet might this Portion by the Father got 


Be kept in ſtore while yet the Son was not, 


Thus T've reduc'd things into ſuch condi 
God may be Juſt upon my Suppoſition, 


tion, 


And that is wore than they have done before, 
Who 'make God Juſt by forfeiting his Pow”r, 
If this ſenſe may not ſtand, tell me no more 
What mighty Light we have upon the ſcore 


Of Revelation, fince no Man doth know 
By # alone , that God doth Rule below ; 
1f if you will do ſo and ſo, muſt be 
Inerpreted of Man's Sup emicy, 


<By 'light-of Nat'ral Reaſon; Men could find 


at th* will oth Gods was wot 10 Man's con 


nd, 


IF@od's Uuthwgabl?, nothing cn Move him, + 


Wo Creature's Will'nor Paſſwon's then above him, 


For to-ſuppoſe that any Notion can,  . 
Or any thing that's faid or done by Man, 
(a) Rom, 4. 5. arid *. 10, (b) 2 Cor, 5. 19. 
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Or any Precept or Example ſhou'd 
In any caſe do cither hurt or good, 
But what God did determin, or intend, 

Doth make God's Will cr Work 07 Mis depend. 

Yet Phyſick and Phyficians may be ns'd, 

Nor need Divines, nor Preaching be refus d, 

Tf either prove a happy [nftrument 

To cure a- Man, or "make a Soul Repent z 

Let them go on, ſo Pride and Boafting ceaſe, 
Cince he that Plants and Waters,can't give Increaſe, 
['ll fearcely name Nec fiity, in caſe (Grace, 
You'll I:ave Preaching Free-H/7, and Preach Frec- 
Let this be counted as a Maxim Rin, 

Gd reals aithirgs Cy 1h Cenrctl of bis SHA 

Surcly a Mcthold there might be propos'd' 

Ot Preaching, and yct no Free-!f'7 / ſh ppus< 
Precepts 2n1l Exhortations cffer Ri}, | 

Bat do net ſay they may improve that will: 

Set off the troubled State of ſuch a Creature 


That Reaſon hath nor Grace t* rekne his Nature. E 


Alſo the (a) ſafe and happy State of thoſe 
Whom God doth chooſe and cauſe to walk in's wayss 
A mind prepar'd by God, may bz improv | 
By ſuch Diſcourſe, and ſuch Diſcourſe be lov'd 
By thoſe that are prepart 'd, an. thus made fir, 
Who may receive the [Þ) Truth i'th' love of it. 
Let mcn both Preach and Day, do all.they can, 
But Huſh of rdependlr'g IT 16 in Man ; 7 
Man can thiak nothing good, but what doth ten.l 
To bring about ſome Predeterinin'd end. S. 
If Man could move himſelf, or Will before 
He is ftirr'd up by fome ſuperior Pow'r, 
Then all thoſe Authors which I quoted, are 
Impoſtors, and falſe Do&rins they declare, 
In ſaying God pzrformeth his Intent 
In making Things, and in their government: 
i Creed in Chriſter dom will this deny, 

hen from its Conſequence why ſhould men fly > . 
. [a] Pſalm 65, 4. {b)] 2 The. 2. 10, 3. 
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Was Chrift i'th wrong, or is't a Wrong Tranſlation 
To put it, Lead us not into Temptation *? 

If God gives Grace upon a Hearty Pray'r, 

He gave us Grace before to be Sincere : 

If we by Grace from Heav'n were not invited , 
We neetr ſhould Pray, nor be with Grace delighted, 


When Biſhop Burner has repreſented both Sides 
Fairly, and ſumm'd up the Evidence, the greateſt 
part of what is Quoted as for the Free-willers, is 
not only inconcluſive of what they bring it for, but 
abſurd and deſtruRtive of it. Firſt, here is a thing 
ſuppoſed, but not proved,or a begging of an Argu- 
ment, v7, That God bavizg made Men Free Crea- 
tures, bis Governivg them accordingly, +— is no dimi- 
rutton of is Authority, (But it is a diminuti- 
02, fc, to ſuppoſe He has tied his own Hands, 


when he has not, )—Therefore, if ſome of the afts of 


Gerd - with Felation 10 Man, are not ſo, free as bis 


:;96te of a1 Mllependent this ariſeth 
bt from a%y defets in the afts of God, but becauſe 
the Creature bs i:1znded 10 make there, 1s inconſi- 
ſtent with ſuch 40s, And by the ſame way of 
Reaſoning, they may verywell, as they do, obſerve 
That the afts of a Free Creature are inconſiſtent 
with thoſe of an Independent Creator, But tho 
this account be neither true of Man, nor ſuitable 
to God, yet they ſay hereby his Juſtice is ſaved : 
But how do they ſave it, when they confeſs there 
is difficulty. in God's not giving all Nations an 
equal meaſure of Light. which they can't Unriddle. 

The Arguments recited for the other fide, are 
thus: Conditional Decres are imperfett in their 


|Nture, That they ſubje& the Will and Adts of 


God to a Creature. 

That a Conditional Decree is, an a& of Su- 
ſpence, whether it ſhall be, or not, A willing 
that,all Men ſhall' be Saved, has alſo plain Cha- 


rafter. 


* 


ratter; of Imperfe&ion in it, as if God wiſhed 
ſomewhat which he could not accompliſh z ſo that 
his Goodneſs ſhould ſeem to be more extended 
than his Power. That Providence leaves whole 
Nations as it were unregarded, ſome in Mabo- 
meraniſms the Eaſt in extream Ignorance z the 
Weſt in extream Corruption : It is no wonder, if 
he holds the ſame method with Individuals, as he 
doth with whole Nations, Providence extending 
to the Epheſizrs, who were moſt corrupted in. 
Magick, Idolatry, and Immorality of any in the. 
Earth, ſhows, That the means of Grace ariſeth- 
meerly from a great Deſign that was hid in' God: 
Mitt, 11.25, 26. 1 thank thee O Father, &c,' All 
the expreſhons of the defires of having men+ 


Saved, is to be Explain*d of his will of Revela-?.. 
tion, commonly called the ſign of his Will, when* © 


it is ſaid, What more could kave been done, it"ig-t0* 


be underſtood of outward means, but his ſecret# 


Will can never bz fruftrated. | itt. 


From a Pulpit I hear'd it urg'd, that b2eaaiſe 


Fulas carried on his own Covetvus Ends'byscove-? | 


tous means in betraying Criſt, therefore*not"on- 


ly men in general, but Judas in particulat. Waka: 097 ; 


Free-Agent. Tho-I honour the Author, yet I-wviap* 


obſerve this Concluſion to be groundlels 3 for: © 


ſince mans's. Free- Agency, and- God's' Forekfiow-. 
ledge were never yet Reconciled, I might fairly; 
urge againſt the Frec-Agency of men in general, 
and Zulzs in particular, wt.at Chriſt (aid, Fobn 6. 
65. No mw cnn come 10 me, except is be given"bin 
of my Father; And 64, Chriſt knew from ithz Be-. 
ginning who they were that believed not, andrwhoi 
ſhould Betray him Now thole that cannot recons: 


+Cile God's Fore-knowledge with man's Free-AganQ 


c:, cannot gain-lay, bur that Judas 'his own):CuA 
vetous ends and nn-ans, were.dctermiged fromthe 


D.3 beginning, 
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"Faws:i ir © 39 7. | 
Begioning, and yet_tney might be his own' Atts; 
carfizd on for his own Ends, as St, Paul ſaith, 4s * 
28. 27. Their Eyes hqve they Ned. &C. as heavy a 
Charge as could be put in ſo few words : Yet ſa, 
6.9. rus it beyoud objection, that ſuch their 
own-att of cloſing, and their own end therein (as 

it is there Phraſed} viz, leſt they ſhould ſee,were both | 


Predeftermined : Agreeable to which is Mate, 13.13. 
It was not given tq- them to know the Myſteries 
of the Kingdom of Heaven, therefore ſpake he in ' 
Parables. Nor could they believe, tho Chriſt did 
2 never io. many Miracles, becauſ= of what 1/4, had {| 
+, Toi, Foby 12, 39. 1/z. 29, 10. Pſalm, 69. 22. St, 
Eos New; tho he had ſp8ke roughly to their Faces) de- 
E2=-Xlares the hardneſs of their Caſe, and God's ſeve- 
7 Ty,towards. them, and hopes, that if Grace be 
;-—- CGrace (tho works hath not, yet Ele&ion bath or 


- Us o : - 
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rey ebtain what 1/74c} ſeeketh for, tho ſome be 
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EY&approy'd the Soul's Mortality, 
Sy Hy Heretic k then let me be, 
ye go. Article of Faith defam'd, 

Wn 4; Jt-reſptt am I then to be blam'd ? 
Bat what is written, 'tis not hard to ſee, I. 
bi -— I-bave applyd it in Þ:half of Three ; 
| The #t of the' Apaſtlgs Crecd : The 10th and 17th of the 29 

__- Artiddes, | 


Cmrift have been traduc'd by me, j 


- Now:if there is not any thing I've ſaid 
But -what ,is-true, why may it not be made 
AiStandard:or a. general Draught, and why __ 
otions may not ſtand or fall thereby : 
thorities 0'th' beſt I have anow, | 
h-Biſhops, Synods, aa | Aſſemblies too, Way 0 
$87 : ; 


; f8 
m-* * - wh 7 


| 
| 


IT 


If your deſign in pleading for Free-Wit, 
Is only clearing Gol from doing 1N, 
You may defift, I've done your work without it, 
Better than you can with it, never doubt tit. 
Obſerve my way of clearing God from Evils, 
Without ſubjefting him to Men and Devils: 
For as to what God did in Man's Creation, 
This may be faid in his Juſtification. 
Did God do ill in that he made a Creature, 
Or that to love #tſelf he made its Nature, 
Or that he did mot make 'em love ſuch things 
As to their Natures Eaſe nor Pleaſure brings ;. 
Or are ſome things he did; 27, becauſe he 
Made not all Good in the higheſt degree? - 


Or did God Evil when he did not make i + 2 


Man's Nature more of Reaſon to partake ; 
Or do men ill that they do m0: mend 


* - Thoſe Natures,ior thoſe Natures far far tranſtend 2. "000Y 
Or 1s it ill that God doth ſometimes add - oo DE 


A better Principle to what Men had ? - -. 
Or doth it follow, that when God doth: yy”; 
Rea'on to Nature, Reaſon makes it bad? 
Proportions and Idea's of Good are owing - 
Unto Compariſon, as th' means of knowin.. 
Degrees of Good, but can that be pretence . 
That what was good before's, made ill from thenge, 


-Rea'ſon Impartially, and you may ſce 


What God hath done nor Man, 6an Evil be + + + 
Attions are good and bad, yet they are neither, 
Without thzir Circumſtance compar'd together: 4 
To hang upon a Tree is call'd a Curſe, (worſe 3 
But 'cis call'd good, compar'd with what ſeems 
Upon Enquiry, it may true appear, 

Above an Hundred has been Hang'd this Year, 
Who rather won'd ſubmit to hang in quiet, .. + -+* 
Than fight. with Men and Ropes, ani nake a riot ; 


Hang- 


Hanging ſeem'd better, therefore they'd no will 
To die by th* Rabble, Halbert, or black Bill ; 
What hinders then you join not hand in hand 
With that for which mott Chriftian Fathers ſtand ; 
Beza and Calvin both, were of this ſort, 

St. Auſtin, and a Synod met at Dort ; 

Theſe ſaw no Freedom, tho ſome did pretemid it ; 
Few durſt that ſaw Neceſſary, defend it: 

Some ſaid Sin was Nox Ens, or a Privation, 

But of their Thoughts made no clear Explication :; 
Thomas Aquinus was the chief herein, 

He ſhow*d what was not (not what was) was Sin 
Hobbs ſpoke the Truth, but not in God's defence ; 
Criſp in God*s name ſpake Reaſon, Truth and Senſe. 
Tho. he was blam'd therefore, yet thus much ſay I 
- Oth Nature of Man's Will, Et Cauſa Det, 


+. "a God had made a Creature (as ſome pretend ) which 
might have Deſires without Dependance on its Maker ; and 
"conſequently without dePendance on any thing elſe; © then 
Mens Deſires, and what tollows thereon, viz. all the Ations 
ot Men, mult tall out meerly by Chance, that is, without a 
Cauſe : Beſides, 1t there were no Caule why Men thould De- 
fire, or do one thing rather than another contrary theceto, 
Then fach Deſires and Actions as have no cauſe, are not cer- 
tam to be; and what is not certain to be, cannot be cer- 
taunly fore-known; and what Got connot certainly tore-know, 
he cannot diſtintly Order, Diſpole, or Govera : Theretoce, it 
this could be, God could torm- no Delign concerding the De- 
lires and Attions of Men, nor mxke ule of them as a Means, 
in order to any. end of. his owa ;. which is contrary to molt ot 
the 17th Artickle of the Church of England, which cortellerh 
"That God bath decreed to ſav2 ſome, and that they ſhall he 
Called,” accordins 80 God's Purpoſe, by bis Spirtt working in 
.  dſeaſon', Tha: they through Grace, obey the Calling; that 

they be Juſtified freely ;, it alſo confeſſeth, that the Spirit of. 
Gad 15 lacking to ſom> And the 1oth Article Cuith, We have 
no power to do Good: Works pleaſant and acceptable to God, 
wirhaut th? Grace of God ty Chriſt, aſſiſting ns; That we. may 
bav: a good will and working with us when we kave that Good? 


Now, 
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Now, Query. What Reaſon is there, that Men, after they 
have given their Aſſent and Approbation, or Subſcribed to 
the truth of theſe Attributes of God. and Articles of Religion 
contained 1n theſe Sentences, ſhould Preach againſt what they 
have ſolemnly owned, notwithſtanding the Declarations of the 
Kings of England to the contrary, particularly King Charles 
the Second, in the Year 1662, by the Adrice of the Biſhops, 
Required of his Subjects, to continue i the Profeſſion thereot, 
and declared Offenders to be hable to his Diſpleaſure and 
the Church's Cenlure, who Print or Preach to draw the Ar- 
ticles alide any way, but ſhould ſubmit to it in the plain and 
tull meaning, the Literal and Grammatical ſenſe thereot. 

_ Now luch expreſs Scriptures and Conſequences draw: there- 
trom as gave ſufficient ground tor thoſe Articles and the like, 
in the Aſſembly's Catechiſm, and other Conteſſhons of Faith, 
my rindicate any Conſequence that can jultly be raiſed up- 
on the Ruines ot this Arminzan Herehe, which cannot ſtand 
with juch Reafons, as, If the Soul of Man can receryg no Mo- 


tions without a firſt Mover to impreſs them. And it there- | 


can be bat one firſt Cauſe or Mover,and it there be no Medwitt 
between a firſt Cauſe and a Second, and it that ſecond Caule 15- 
no me than an Inſtrument in the hands of a Firlt, then what 
I have advanced is as fairly deduced therefrom as auy. other 


Dodrin is from any other Sexipture os Prizciple whatIdeygre -- . .. 


fad one would think it vemene thas Men ſhould c 
Diſpute againſt the abſolure Sovereignty of God's Wil,,- 
they can have a clear apprehenſion that it would be ;,vnjult 
tor God to make Creatures of ſeveral forts, and order and ap» 

int, that (after they have lived and had ſo;ne move, ſome. 
els, but all ſome Pleaſure 11 the Fruits of their Labour ang 
Car2) they ſhall all Diez ſome by means of devourmg Ne 
tures, Whereby Creatures prey upon oae another ; othersr9t,; 
directly by the Brutulhneſs of their Fellow-Creatures, but b 
want of Keafon to govern their owa {> well as fome bthers, 
have ; thar othcrs (tho aſhlied with Wiſdam a-kin torhar of 
Heaven, yet no way ſhall be communicated to them whereby 
their Bodies can any longer be ſupported but they) mult Ge 
by the Diflolution of their decaying Bodies, 1t what God 
hach done to his Creatures, falls under theſe ways ; and that 
he is not ſubject to Rules to prevent him trom proceed ng 
thus; and it he is G2d Almighty, Maker, Governor, and pre- 
ſerver of Heaven and Earth, &9c, then nothipg wirnour, hum - 
{elt can bend his Will, inform his Underſtandzng, or reltravi 
his Grace and Favours: And then it 1s apparcat frm what L 
have ſaid, That the Dodrin of the Sovere;gnry of Cos Wil 
(as to what men have had Experience of ) 1s abundantiy more 
agreeable to Juſtice, Reaſon and Experience, and more-recon- 
cileable therewith, than the Notions of the independency ot 
Maws Will is with the independency of God's Will. if 
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If the Publich Articles and Confeſſions of Faith concerning 
Free-wall, are trus, then many other ſayings Sentences, and 0b- 
ſerwations ef like nature and fignification, ( ſeme of which tho 
none contrary thereto, kas heen by me affirmed 07 intended) 
are al'o true, But the Publich Articles, &c, are true, &c, 
There fore what 1 bave affirmed about this Diſpute, 1s alſo true, 


The Second PART. 


| . freaſon, 
NA fince to think of God, I've ſhe w'd what's 
A *Twill not at this time, much be out of Seaſon, 
To ſhew you by good Conſequence there is 
Such Being, nor ſhould any taker amiſs, 
Who in Religious Heats themlelves contend, 
And cannot thoſe two Principles defend, 


Were. alſo ſure ſomething has been always, 
- *Eaufe riothing can't from Nothing ſomething 
ws /raiſe, 
That things were not always as now, we (ce, ? 
Some ative Principle then there muſt be | 
Motion to give, and ſet dead Matter free. 4 
Had there been Motion and no Intelle&, 
What muſt give Laws to't ? what muſt it direc ? 
T know they will be fvil'd with their own. Notion, 
To ſhow how things at Reſt, got into Motion : 
Their Reaſon likewiſe will be ſore oppreſt, : 
Ta ſhow how things in Motion came to Reſt 
And ſtick together, as if ſqueez'd and preft, 
If Nature mov'd itſelf, gave Life and Realos, 
Whereby we caft and forecaſt Time and Seaſon, ! 
Let theſe Philoſophers i'th' Devil's Name, | 
Say. why ſome Thouſand Years it has been lame, - 
And yet ne'er goes about for to advance | 
Our Natures above Fear, Death, Time and Chance, - 


- 


we be ſure ſomething is now a-days, c 
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But if this Nat'ral God this could not do, 


Reaſon can find a God with Reaſon too 
One not ſo Pow'rful, hat is, nor ſo mad 
To give bis Creatures what he never bad. 

If Life ther is, and yet no Life can be 
Produc'd by any m2ans we knoe or ſee ; 

If Human Skill, affiſted by God Nature, 
Fithoue a Parent, makes no living Creature, 

Tell me 10 more Nature ſuch things might do, 
And cannot prove things were produced ſo. 

If Nature's power can give no life through Glaſs, 
Where Matter warm and moiſt doth move and paſs, 
No more of Nature, Motion, and tbcir Laws, 
Till you ca1 ſhow they att as a firſt Cauſe, 

If Nature out of Matter can't make Sezd 
For Plants, nor Sperm for Animals to breed, 
hat ſignifies Lucretius or Spinoſa's Creed ? 

Tf of that kind one Inftance you'll give me, 


When I have ſcen't, an Atheiſt I'll be. 


But 1 lately happened to ſee a Book about the Soub-of 
the World, where the Author ſaith, There is a Principle of 
Lite diffus'd throughout the Univerſe ; and that this Mundane 
Soul according to the Exigence and difpoſition of che Matter, 
is always ready with a Portion of it felt to Animate and Aﬀt- 
uite it, So that there 1s in Nature Matter and Mation, Body, 
and Spirit to animate it ;, and then thre will be no necd of the 
Will of God to ſend or order any of this Untverſal Prinetpte 
of Life into Bodies, or to withdraw it; for he ſaith, It 
is t09 Unphiloſophical ro call wm the Author of Nature, -p,'v, 
and 40. in a buſineſs and work of Nature, fuch as Propagati- 
tion of Kind. 4rd for proof he affirms' Pepper-water tobe a 
ſenſible D:monſtration of Spontaneous Equivocal Generations, 
or ſuch as-do ni come by Parnts, þ 31, Now, that 1 might 
be ſenſible of this Demon/tration, I took Water and boiled it, 
then I took Pepper and rubbed it with my kand upon a Cloth, 
which I put together in a Glaſs, and t1:d a piece of Sarſner 
over it for a%out a Week only Tſitopt it up white Tweit to ma 
uſe of & Microſcope and Obſcrvation-of one that belongs to the 
Royal Eaciety ; but nothing like an Animal drad or alrve ap- 
peared. : Now, he necds not take it ill that I g4wife, That Wa- 
ter be Boiled, and Earth Calcined, befor: Trials be made ; 
Firſt, Beear, # it cannot hurt bis Notion, foraſmuch as Grnera- 


- top may be produ::d without Sceds, Es, or Sperm, Fy tbe 


_ 


difuaton 
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diffufien of the Soul of the World through every part thereof, 
So that if a Man's Life were chaſed = of bis Body by Pfr 
ting Fumes, Wc. it mught return again, Secondly, becauſe my 
care is only to prevent thoſe —__ Cy in the Matter where- 
of Trials are made, and that for theſe Reaſons, Becauſe Vegita- 
bles bring forth Seeds, Animgls, Ex, or Sperm, the Tualleft ſort 
of which may be carry'd by the Wind in the Air,and fall on the 
Earth, Water, Trees Flowers, and fruit of Plants, and Food 
for Amimals. Therefore I can be ſure that there is nothing of 
this Nature, Before Trials be made, T ſhall notwithſtanding 
this Author, be ſo ſure that there will be none after, that I 
may reſume my former Aſſertion. 


From what I have already ſaid, 'tis plain, 
To think that Life is Nature's Gift, is vain. 
if Life -there is, and yet no living Creature 
Vithout a Parent, can be rais'd by Nature ; 
f Man can ſhow n6 Reaſon why and how 
"Nature gave Life at firſt, but cannot now, 
The Conſequence I make, none can deny, 
Becauſe they carinot ſhow a Reaſon why c 
Things could be made without a Deity. 
_ _ Had Life from}'Matter ſprung, as ſome men ſay, 
This Thought will not ſo well excuſe their way, 
[Becauſe they cannot any Reaſon give, 
. Why Matter thus continues not to live ; 
"Becauſe if ever Nature had ſuch Power, (vour. 
'Themſelves confeſs, nought can her Strength de- 
Or had ſhe hag} Contrivance, ſhe might then 
-For ſome End. Five things Lite, and take't agen. 
-Buit- fince her Advocates do ſtill ſuppole, 
| She cannot think, yet nought can her Oppole, 
Herein they weaken very much her Caule, b 
Now that Hypotheſis muſt needs be beſt 
\ That Univerſally abides all Teſt 3 
.And hence no-Reaſon doth at all appear 
«Nature could do what's certainly done: here : 
Then I have Reaſon, and conclude I ſhall, 
That there's. 2 Power that's Supernatur af, 
. Yet God and Nature ne'er was underſtoo\ -- 
Well till the Circulation of the Blood, | 


(37) 
And he that did that Notion firft advance, -..' -: 
Did God more Honour; than a.thouſandSaints3. 
Hereby thoſe Notions are grown out of uſe, 
Of Life and- Motion, being Extraduce. 
Whatever makes ſome Matter Thick, ſome Thin, 
| Or whereſoever Motion.doth begin z1;,., 


How Blood is made, and. how., it takes ſuch Pains,'*: 
To bore ſuch holes i'th' tender maſs for Veins 5 
And how jt afterward returns again,” \'- | 
Makes Arteries, and.what: the Nerves and Brain 5 
What Perforates, and them. with Spirits, fill, | 
Is thought too great a ftretch for Human Skill; | 
Then that Philoſopher thinks like a Noddy, /,, | ; 
That Life and Motion's only from the Body. -: :; 
The Seed of Animals it's not deny'd, - .;' -' - 
Doth differ from all Matter there's belade 3 -; ; :.-. 
Yet Accidents that conſtantly attend - ., - :- - 
Conception, and Abortion doth befiriend, _- -:, 
Are ftrong Preſumptions, ond. do indicate - + -, .-;"57 
The Influence of God immediate, -. ':; 11 
| As well in raiſing Life hy Generation, ;; ,;;;/{ 5-7 
As in Mens Dying, or their Preſeryatian+ 1 .;: cr: i * 
And to alledge ſuch things fall out by Chance, 
This great Abſurdity we ſhould advance, 0. i 
That ſome things come of Nothirg, or at leaft, 
The Powr's of God are ſtopt, and Nature's ceaft. 
Therefore admit Death and Abortion. were;: - ' 
But ſtanding ſtill, yet would the caſe: be clear, 
That all Privations and all Changes ftill----: ; 
| Came by Defign, elſe God doth ceaſe to Will,, 
Since Matter bas no tendency at beſt, © 
. To chavge its ſtate from Motion, or from reſt, 
Thus Water could not Freeze, nor Ice. could thaw, 
Were things not order'd and diſpoſed ſo; 
Men could not Die, wax 91d, and fo decline, 
Were not that Nature giv'n them,on deſign. 
|, Hence. you 'as-well may grue a Reaſon why, 
Toy may be Man and Live, or elſe may Die 
#Þ > RR E Without 
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Without a Boly, Father, and a Mother, 
As th" will of God, "cauſe if there's one, there's "tothar, 


Another word to thoſe by whom *tis faid, 
This World will never end, nor was it made : 
But this would ſpoil , unravel all agen 
That was made ufe-of by fiich ſort of Men, © 
Of Nature, Chance, of Matter, and of Motion, , © 
Are all unbing'd, untwifted, by this notion; 
Reaſon, Experience, and our Obferyation 
Of what Improvements there's in Navigation, 
Both: by the Load-ftone, and the Mathematicks, 
And what enſu'd thereon, would flence Criticks. 
This is a means Arts to communicate, 

. Iſlands diſcover, Conntries Populate 

All this both is and has been done of late. 

Sure Men were unacquainted with the ways 

Of Sailing, and the courſes' of the Seas, 
When they deny'd we had Anipodes. 

Then Navigation and Geography, 
'Were both but in a ftate of Infancy. 

Men never 4id; nor could the Earth ſurround, 
Had-not the uſe o'th' Load-ftone firſt beeen found. 
- And had it ever been in uſe before, 

It never couldhave been forgotten more, 

Unleſs the World had been to Ruine turn'd, - 
The Earth afl drowned and the Sea all burn'd, 
But if what they defire I ſhould allow, 

That things were always juſt as. they are now, | 
It would not anſwer very well their end, | 
Since they allow all Creatures do depend 
On ſome -that went before them of that kind | £ 
So nothing but Dependance they would find, 
Firft Cauſe of ſecond Cauſes they Rejeft, 
And own -no Cauſe, but what's an Effet, 
Saying, 'as now, Things always were depending 
on one another, Borrowing, and Lending ; .-.. 
Each part o'th* Univerſe ſupplies its Brother, 
. Receiving ftill, and giving one another, _ 
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What Reaſon have we, tell them, if we can, 
To ſeck a Cauſe for things that ne'er Began. 

If no Man was without a Father, th 
Without Beginnirg, there could be no Men. 
There's nought can go before what ne'ex began, 
And they allow 4 Father for each Man, 

Then gh Man. that was, muſt be 4 Son, 
And ſo there can be none but what begun, 
Their witty Reaſoning they ſhew berein, 

Son to ſome Father, and yet meer begin, 
Both Son and Father one muſt be, whereby 
We come toth* 10p of th:ir Eternity. 

Thus to a'l living thirgs we've found an end, 
Ard maie 1heir whole Eternity depend, 


That there's a God, our Being here doth ſhow, 
Tho while we're here,that's moſt that we can know: 
Aa immaterial Bzing can't be ſhown, 

It only by its ating can be known 1 

And yet ſuch IncellrRual Beings can 

Be ſeen byth' IntelleCtual part of Man, 

With equal certainty and Evidence, 

As Trees and ſtones are ſeen by outward Senſe. 

- Thinking and Underftanding, Men do find 

* Belong to Animals, or there is join'd 

A Soul, or Being of another Nature 

From Body, yet depending on its Maker : 

For Being and Continuence all one, 

As if it were God's Will, moving a Stones 
Yet foraſmuch as our Idea's tranicend 

All other Animals. and do extend 
To Learn, to Speak, to Teach, can Hope and 
Such things as none can know whilſt living here, 
Our Souls thus differing likely were d:fign'd 

To bear a ſhare in ſomething left behind, 

Reſides thoſe Hopes and tears do both increaſe, 
When Fancy and and Imagination ceaſe ; - 
Which well confider'd, is ſome Argument, 
That *qis-0t Matter, Mode, nor Temprament ;, 
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Tt has Tdea's of things ne'er ſeen, nor known, 
It can'fear fature things, and can ſee none, 
Did cer Lucret/us make it yet appear 
( If Fear made Gods) who then it was made Fear : 
Perhaps by chance men thought of God, therefore 
By chance the World may neer thivk on him more. 
If Thoughts into our Souls were only brought 
By Matter, how then could we think of Thought ? 
Of Notions far remote from Senſe refle&, 
Muſe on our loſt Tdea's. and Recolle&, 
From which th* effets of Matter differ wide, 
And ſhow there is a God and Soul beſide. 
Men are in Pain, it plainly doth appear, 
From Grieving, Vexing, Love, or Hate, or Fear, 
But let them have their Wiſh, and they can tell, 
* "They in one Minute 'may be perfe& well, 
- That while ſuch Tllneſs did on them remain, 
Their Bodies underwent no ſenſe of Pain, 
Which never can ſo ſoon be well again, 

If Blood or Spirits move to quick,or languiſh, 
- - The Heat, the Cold; the Body's Pain,or anguiſh 
From ills o'th* Mind, are caſte to diftinguiſh ; ' 
From whence it is not hard at all to ſee, 
The pain of Thought cannot from Matter be, 


Tf it be ſo, that Muſick doth Men pleaſe, 
And yet unto their Bodies gives no Eaſe, 
Nor atts upon the Body, nor the Blood, 

In any caſe like Phyſick, nor like Food : 
Then I may- ſafely make this Inferrence, 
There is Effes that do not flow from ſenſe 
Of Feeling, or from any thing but Sound, 
Which.on our Bodies no Dependance found. 
Beſides that God TI have deſcrited, can 

To anſwer his Deſigns, produce a Man, 
Without a Father, only by a Woman, 

Above the courſe of Nature, and uncommon: 
As there was once an Inftance much the ſame, 
From Man-a Woman without Mother ca. 
aus 
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Thus from a living God, not th' dead, *tis plain, 
That Life might come, and be call'd back again, 
And be reftor'd for ever to remain. 
And what was ſaid of Chriſt, comes to no more, 
Why ſhould it not our Credit win therefore ? 


But what's approv'd in Hiſtory and Trade, 
No Tax on Human Reaſon then is laid : 
Conſidering his Enemies do own 

That Hifſt'ry which deſcribes, and hath foreſhown 
'The Circumftances of his Life, whereby 

They own the Man, although his Pow'r deny. 
What was foretold, did ſuit ſo well theſe things, 
The ſound thereof among the Heathen rings 3 
The Wimeſs nothing got, but ſpent their Breath, 

In Poverty, Impriſonment, and Death : 

Which well confidered, leaves no reaſon why 

Things well attefted, unregarded lye | 
To th* Prejudice of — 

Therefore *gainft Fews and Atheiſts 'tis faid, 
That Pow'r that firft' gave Life can raiſe the Dead. 
. He that pur Life into the firft of Men, 
Could into Zay'ras bring it back agen: 

*Tis not Impoſhble, ror yet abſurd. 

To make him Live, when Fe/us ſpoke the word. 
Incredible why ſhould it feem therefore 

'That God to life thauld Feſus Chriſt reſtore, 
1hkerefore,: with Reaſon; I concluded have, 

That God rais'd Jeſus Chriſt out of his Grave, 


If nought herein a Rule of Faith is made, c 
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N a ſmall Piece, called 4rgumeuts 41d Corfideratt- 
ons, ſerving as an Anſwer to that Grand Que- 
ftion, Whether Men can Will and do otherwiſe tba 
what they do, T chaſed Free-J//iii out of the domi- 
nions of Reaſon, and here I have cxpell'd it out 


of the Sctipture and all the Territories theretd - 


belonging. Anda quarter of what is here, would 
have ſeryed to'ſhew the impoſſibility of human Na- 
ture being inveſted therewich ; The reſt, which 
to ſome ſober quiet Tempers ha4 been needleſs, 
was to ſet worſe Tempers right about the nature 
of Evil. Therefore, let it be conſidered with what 
I: have ſaid, Page 18, :19, and 20.) that if there 
can be Evil in an att of the Mind, it muſt conſiſt 
in defiring to have ſomething, or deſiring to have 
ſomething done: If to have ſomething done by 
The Body » Whoſe Attions I have ſhewed, can have 
-no Evil in themſelves, conſidered without their 


> _ |: Circumſtances, which cannot alter the nature of 
© the Toihgs;5 neither cant it be Evil any otherwiſe 


[than by ſome Caſe or Circumftance, for the Mind 
to deſire, to have ſomething that is Good, there 
being nothing which God Made, but what is ſo. 
And if a Man has a Dropſie, or a Fever, theſe 
Diftempers can nither make the deſire, viz. of 
Drink, nor Drink, the thing defired, to be Evil. 
So that concering Evil, it-may be conſidered, that 
God nor” Man can be the Canſe of what is 20: : 
But Evil is or, therefore, God nor Man (ftrialy 
ſpeaking, as I am oblih'd to do on this occaſion, 
to defend God and Truth, and to reconcile them 
with Reaſon and Experience) is the Cauſe thereof. 
When the Scriptures ſay, If you will do ſo o, it ſhall 
be 'well with you, but lp Bl fondo ns 
with you; ſuch ſayings may ſerve as an Inſtrument: take 
way (when God wills to move the Reader) to execute his will, 


either in doing; or not doing : And as God moves, Man chooſes + 
to do, or doth not chooſe to do, and by the Sovereignty of 


God's Will, the EtfeQts follow, both according to Man's choice 
and the Conditions propoſed, 


o not do ſo and ſo, it ſhall go ill 


| wad 


% 
1) 


= 


_ 


- 


P- 


$4 
Y $2: as 


. *IS. adi» —— 
- *, _ vs KW 


hs S” 


»7 re ences 


_ od 


E 


| PRE-DETE RMINATION, » 


DETERMINED. 


| Shewing from Scripture, Reaſon, and 


+ Experience, That Mar is a Neceſſary 
AGENT. 


To which is added, 


Plain Proofs of the Being of a GOD. The 
Probability at leaft of the Sou!'s Immortality, and 
the Credibility of Chriſtianity, 


By R. H. a Lower of Truth. #% 


God did from Therm, according to bis Free-will, by%Yis,un- 
changable Council and Purpoſe, Fore-appoint and certdinly De- 
termm of all things, together with their Cauſes, their Effets, 
therr Circumſtances, and manner of Being, Biſhop Uſher's 
Body of Divinity, page go. * 

To the ſame purpoſe, the Aſſembly of Divines, The E/- : bas 
ſence of God, 1s one Pure Thought, in which be views and HE 
Wills all Things. Bp. Burnet on the 39 Articles, page 27. 


If this be true, what God doth Will and do, þ 


| 


He only doth becauſe he will do ſo ; 
TTis not Man's Will moves God's W1ll thereunto. 


Man's Will is nothing but Deſire, an accidental Paſſon-of 

+ the Soul, which like Hope and Fear, is abſent or preſeat; as 
occaſion falls out z tor if no Man has any Will at all to be- * 
lieve, have, or do any thing at all, till atter it ſeems beſt to | 
do, 4c. Then the Will of Man makes nothing to ſeem beſt}. 
, but fc. Therefore, Wc. becauſe the Wii cannot' make © 

/ things ſeem belt, which ſemed belt betore there was a WYI. * 
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